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THE WEAKEST LINK 


Plastic book covers are used by the majority of 
libraries throughout New Zealand and have improved 
the appeal and life of books in circulation. Experience 
has shown librarians that the edge binding tape tends 
to split at the spine and deteriorate rapidly after a 
few months’ use. 


We are pleased to offer what we believe to be a 
better book cover and we are prepared to guarantee 
the edge binding tape for the life of the cover. In 
conjunction with some quite attractive advertising this 
book cover is offered at a lower price. 


Should you have a limited budget please allow us 
to demonstrate how your quantity of cellulose covers 
may be increased by at least fifty per cent. for the 
same outlay. 


As we are indenting our Cellulose Acetate from England 
precut to size, we have available 10 reels 24 in. wide, 
.004 in. thick, 60 Ibs. weight per reel. The price is 7s. 10d. 
per Ib. plus packaging and freight. 





If we have aroused your interest—write to: 


COMMERCIAL PUBLICITY LTD. 


P.O. Box 1941; Auckland. 





Say you saw their advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 
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CO-OPERATION 
A NEW PHASE 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON REGIONAL LIBRARY CO-OPERATION 


!. The main problems facing public tibraries are: 

(i) The unfair distribution over the whole community of the costs 
of library service. 

(ii) The continuing growth of the cost of municipal government 
to the point where it has become an embarrassment to the 
cities and boroughs concerned. 

(iii) The failure of some local authorities to provide for library 


services. 


This report, which has already been printed and distributed in pamphlet form, is to 
be discussed at the 1958 N.Z.L.A. Conference at Invercargill 
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2. 


Considerably more support from the State is needed to make 


library service in New Zealand effective, and to overcome the 


present obstructions to effective service. 


. Council is urged to consider approaching the Government for 


its support for the principle that in so tar as the serious free 
services of public libraries are educational in their objective, it 
is necessary that government assistance should be expanded to 
the point where complete, and as far as possible, even coverage 
to all sections of the community is achieved by joint government 
and local government effort. 


Note: 
(i) The local authority in New Zealand is not the educational 
authority, as in the United Kingdom and in North America. 


segnpe wane 


EARNER 


adant 


(ii) A public library service, being largely an educational ser- 


vice, should not be regarded primarily as a_ responsibility 
of ratepayers. 
(iii) Nevertheless, in the year ending 31 March 1955, the 


contribution to library services by municipalities was 
£443,000, and this figure is still rising. 


. The laudable support for library service (which has now reached 


a 90 per cent coverage in boroughs serving a population of under 


15,000) is considered as a direct result of government encourage- © 


ment since 1938 through aid-in-kind (loans of books and other 
help from the Country Library Service). 


However, the incentive provided has so far failed to attract 
counties, less than 10 per cent of which at present make any 
provision for public library service. It seems that an extra 


incentive is required from the government to encourage counties - 


to make their contribution. 


. While conditions vary considerably in different parts of the 


Dominion, the Committee feels convinced that counties would be 
prepared to participate in the provision of library services pro- 
vided sufficient incentive were offered to do so. 


. The government contribution to public library service should at 


least equal the aggregate amount raised by local authorities for 
library services. 


The basic factor in improving library services will be co-operation 


among local authorities. Such co-operation should be the condition 
of increased government assistance. 
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10. 


9. 


The form of co-operation envisaged is a voluntary federation of 
local authorities, governed by conditions mutually agreed upon, 
€.g., 


Sf 


(i) Existing land and buildings to be owned individually. 


(ii) Land and buildings for the use of the regional library to be 
provided by co-operative agreement. 


(iii) Staff to be employed locally or co-operatively (see para- 
graph 23 below). 


(iv) Books to be bought and owned either locally or co- 
operatively, depending on the size of the individual units 
and the agreement reached between them. 


Government assistance to such federations should take the form 
of cash subsidies on all expenditure approved for subsidy by 
the federation, and by the Minister (or National Library Board). 


. Within any federation the resources of the National Library 


Service would be available to the libraries co-operating in the 
scheme, and Country Library Service aid-in-kind as now given 
would not be continued. But the principle of gradualism is 
favoured, and it is considered that aid-in-kind from the Country 
Library Service should remain available in districts where federal 
schemes are not formed. Country Library Service staff and 
resources would be used both in the promotion of regional 
co-operation and in the maintenance of the present form of service 
to areas still requiring it. 


. To qualify for state subsidy, a federal regional or district scheme 


should have a certain proportion of the local authorities in any 
one area prepared to participate. The ultimate number of regional 
authorities, to cover the whole of New Zealand, should ke between 
14 and 20. 


The amount considered as a reasonable contribution from the 
Government is 4s. Od. per head of the population of any regional 
area. 


. Based on 1957 costs, the Committee considers that government 


contribution to public library services would not reach half a 
million pounds a year within the next ten years. With a policy of 
gradual change, it is not expected that this amount would be 
required annually until about 1968. 


. In the event of state assistance to public libraries being given 


entirely through cash grants to federations, it is considered that 
certain kinds of library service, at present held to be national 
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16. 


19. 


responsibility, would become part of the federation’s programme, 


and where necessary, provision should be made accordingly from 


subsidy. Examples are services to schools, hospitals, prisons, 
camps of the Ministry of Works, State Hydro and Forest Service 
lighthouses, etc. 


The Municipal Corporations Act (1954) states: 


Section 51. (1) The Council may unite with other Councils oy 
with any other local authorities . . . in the execution and main- 
tenance of any works, or the performance of any matter or thing, 
deemed by all the local authorities concerned to be of benefit to 
their respective districts, and being within their several powers, 
and may agree as to the joint control or management of anything 
that concerns in any way their respective districts, or as to the 
control or management by one or more of those local authorities 
of any such thing. 


(2) For any such purpose the local authorities ma) 
enter into contracts between themselves, and into contracts 
between themselves or some or one of them on behalf of all of 
them on the one hand, and any other corporation or person 
on the other hand, and generally may join in any act. 


Section 52. The Council may unite with other Councils or with 
any other local authorities . . . in the purchase, operation, and 
maintenance of plant and machinery upon such terms and 
conditions as may be agreed upon, and for that purpose those 
local authorities may enter into contracts (being within their 
several powers) between themselves or some or one of them on 
behalf of all of them on the one hand, and generally may join 
in any act. 


The Counties Act (1956): 


Section 31: Sections (1) and (2) repeat Section 51 (1) and (2) 
(above) of the Municipal Corporations Act exactly. 

Section 32 repeats Section 52 of the Municipal Corporations Act 
but adds power to hire plant and machinery jointly. 


Although these provisions exist, it is considered that special 
legislation would be necessary for local authorities to unite to give 
a library service over their combined area. 

| 
The method of control of the federation should be left to the | 
choice of the federation itself, based on the different needs and 
wishes of the participating local authorities. The variation in the | 
pattern of government of local district library services would be 
a strength rather than a weakness of library management. 
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” 


Certain points connected with the control of federated services 
were considered: 


(i) Creation of ad hoc bodies would not be acceptable. 


(ii) Some recognised body, representative of the federation, 
would have to be formed to handle cash contributions from 
local authority members and from the Government. 


(iii) Individual local authorities within the federation should 
have the right of appeal to the authority distributing the 
government subsidies (the Minister or National Library 
Board). 


. The condition of participation in any federated scheme would 


te the allocation of funds for library purposes by the local 
authority of not less than 4s. Od. per head of population per 
annum by boroughs and not less than 2s. Od. per head by 
counties. (Nete: It must be remembered that county service can 
never be as ccmplete as borough service). 


. The method and extent of co-operation within regional or district 


library schemes could vary from one area to another (see para- 
graphs 9 and 19). Points on which agreement would have to be 
reached by the participating local authorities would include: 


(i) Whether the librarian of the largest public library in the 
group would be acceptable as regional librarian for the area. 


(ii) Whether all the book stocks in the area would te completely 
interchangeable if not co-operatively owned. 


(iii) Whether the pool stocks of books and the staffs serving 
them should be housed in any one library in the area, or in 
a building especially provided from (a) local authority 
contributions or (b) state subsidy. 


. An acceptable solution might be for the participating libraries to 


retain their present independence and autonomy, to employ their 
own staff and buy some of their own books as at present, and for 
the government subsidy for which they might qualify to be paid 
to the Regional Body to administer the service (book exchanges. 
van visits, request service, technical assistance) to the federation 
as a whole. A reasonable charge on the regionally administered 
finance would be the provision of book vans, and their running 
cost, the extension or provision, if necessary, of a new building 
for the circulation of books, etc. co-operatively owned, 
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24. 


26. 


29. 


30. 





























There would be special problems connected with the local pro- 
vision of rental services in libraries participating in a_ federal 
scheme, but these would not be found to be insuperable. 


. Certain difficulties might exist in persuading some local authorities 


to participate in regional schemes, but the incentives offered to 
co-operate should be strong and the benefits resulting should be 
greater than those they receive under existing services. Some 
division of opinion exists on how far the well-established libraries 
using Country Library Service aid-in-kind extensively, would be 
prepared to make a change. 


Ratepayers in the metropolitan cities are contributing through 
taxation to the Country Library Service from which they receive 
no adult services. 


. The metropolitan authorities, by virtue of their services and the 


comparatively high per capita cost of their library service, justify 
state cash subsidy. The Minister (or National Library Board) 
would need to be satisfied as to the willingness of the city 
authority to provide at any time a regional scheme for the other 
metropolitan local authorities. 


Local authorities participating in a federal scheme would be 
obliged to maintain standards of service acceptable to the 
federation as a whole, and acceptable to the authority distributing 
the government subsidies (the Minister or National Library 
Board). 


Any regional library scheme proposed by local authorities would 
require the pricr approval of the Minister (or National 
Library Board). 


Metropolitan libraries receiving — state subsidies, though not 
necessarily participating in a regional scheme, would Fe obliged 
tO maintain certain standards of service. 





GREGORY’S READING-ROOM | 


A SIDELIGHT ON LIBRARY HISTORY 
H. ROTH 


The student of the New Zealand Labour Movement cannot fail to 
be impressed by the great respect for books which distinguished the 
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pioneers of socialism in this country. J. Dowgray, one of the leaders 
of the “Red” Federation of Labour, landed at Westport in 1907 with 
15/- in his pocket and two tons of books in his baggage. In Who's 
Who he described himself proudly as “possessor of one of finest 
private libraries in N.Z., specialising in economic history, finance and 
sociology”. 

H. E. Holland, for many years the leader of the Parliamentary 
Labour Party, not only had a fine private collection of books, he was 
also an indefatigable pamphleteer and enriched New Zealand literature 
by publishing a collection of verse. Branches of the N.Z. Socialist 
Party which flourished before the First World War invariably had a 
literature secretary, and much of their time was taken up in importing 
and distributing (and, of course, studying) radical publications from 
Britain and other countries. 

One early socialist, however, went a step further and established a 
library, not merely for the convenience of party members and 
supporters, but for the benefit of the whole community in his district. 

Alfred Gregory was an English Quaker and socialist who came to 
live in Dargaville, where he set up in business as a draper. He believed 
strongly that ignorance was the prime cause of wars and that the best 
way to foster peace and international understanding was to give 
people access to knowledge. 

In February 1906, Gregory opened a free reading-room in 
Dargaville. There is no record of the books that were available. 
To judge by comments in the Visitors’ Book it was the only reading- 
room in the Auckland province and supplied “a long-felt want”. 
J. J. Evans of Kingsland expressed his pleasure that this institution 
would help to keep the young men of Dargaville out of the drinking 
saloons and from falling into bad habits such as gambling “which 
is SO prevalent in our day”. 

Many of the visitors were gum-diggers and seamen, and there are 
entries in the Visitors’ Book in a surprising variety of languages: 
German and French, Yugoslav and Italian (“Una _ bellissima idea 
internazionalista”), Danish, Swedish, Russian and, of course, Maori. 

In January 1907, the lease of the room expired and Gregory was 
given notice to quit. The last entry in the book is on 18 January 1907. 
The reading-room closed down, but Gregory did not lose his vision 
of a free library for Dargaville. At this time he worked strenuously on 
behalf of Prohibition, he tried to interest the local Yugoslavs in 
Esperanto, and he led a successful campaign for the introduction of 
rating on the unimproved value. 

During the anti-conscription campaign just prior to the outbreak 
of war, Gregory gave hospitality to visiting anti-militarist speakers and 
(cok the chair at their meetings. One such meeting developed into a 
riot, with attempts to duck the speakers into the river, and Gregory's 
draper’s shop was besieged by a mob and bombarded with over-ripe 
iruit and small bags of flour. There was no hope of obtaining a lease 
lor a reading-room under these circumstances, and Gregory decided 
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to build a library at his own expense, as well as a hall which would 
be freely available to visiting speakers. 

Gregory’s International Hall, as it came to be called, was being 
built when the First World War started. Situated behind the draper's 
shop and nearly opposite the Post Office, it seated 400 people, and was 
opened on 17 October. Everybody's Free Reading-Room was opened 
on 18 December 1914, in a room 20 ft. by I1 ft. 6 in. on the left of the 
entrance of the hall, and functioned for nearly 20 years. A room 
at the right of the entrance was used as a children’s reading-room for 
part of this time. 

R. J. Heffron, then an organiser for the Auckland General 
Labourers’ Union, who is to-day Minister for Education in the New 
South Wales Government, has given an account of his visit to the 
reading-room in July 1916: 

The library, which is free to all, contains a fine collection of books, 
dealing largely with the progressive movement. The method of running 
the library is unique in the extreme. On entering, one finds no caretaker 
in charge, but the following notices on the wall disclose the method of 
management: “Here we have a Circulating Library, 2s. 6d. per annum 
membership free!” “There is a further charge of only 2d. per volume for 
exchange, so take your choice and put your 2d. in the box on the wall!” 
“All bocks are plainly marked; help yourself, drop the cost of the purchase 
in the box on the wall. Do Not Troustte THe Proprietor!” 

Visitors, it appears, could either buy or exchange books, or read 
them on the premises. On one wall was the circulating library, on 
another the reference library, and on a third wall the books which 
cculd te purchased. The tables were covered with the latest newspapers 
and magazines, and there were also writing desks with pen and paper 
provided. The room was cpea daily from 9 a.m. to 12 a.m., 2.30 p.m. 
to 4 p.m., and 7 p.m. t> 9 p.m., and the reference library, according 
to an advertisement in the North Auckland Times, contained the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica, Century Dictionary, Times History of the 
War, as well as Agricultural and Tourist Department leaflets. 

Many of the bocks on the shelves, said one visitor (J. Thorn), 
were of a type rarely seen in other libraries. Some readers used the 
Visitors’ Book to draw attention to books worth reading: “Socialism 
is the hope of the world”, wrote Joseph Whittle of Kauwhata, and he 
added: “Read Merrie England, The People of the Abyss, The Ragged 
Trousered Philanthropists (a gem) published in 1914, sold by Whit- 
combe & Tombs, Wellington.” 

F. E. Lark, a future M.L.C., commented on 11 January 1916: “Read 
for the sake of seeking knowledge, especially the account of the 
stewardship of all your elected represeatatives to the House ol 
Parliament. If tried and found wanting remember your power. Read 
Hansard.” 

By January 1919, 2,175 people had signed the Visitors’ Book. Their 
comments ranged from “Good Old Alf” and “Just bosker for me” to 
long screeds Jike that of Anton K. Kluge, a native of Odessa, who 
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concluded a detailed explanation of bolshevism with: “Long live the 
Proletariat of the Universe”. 

Many well-known names appear—H. E. Holland (who called the 
reading-room “a shadow of a rock in a weary land”), D. G. Sullivan, 
J. A. Lee, J. McCombs, R. Semple (“always a haven of rest for Visiting 
comrades”), W. J. Jordan, and others. Not only Labour supporters 
expressed their appreciation. “Movement in the right direction,” com- 
mented J. G. Coates, M.P., and J. W. Poynton, S.M., opined: “Salus 
Populi Suprema Lex Est.” 

In August 1916, Gregory was elected to the Dargaville Borough 
Council in a by-election. The day after the election he received by 
post a poster “to be displayed in a conspicuous place” setting out 
reservists’ obligations under the Military Service Act, 1916. A further 
copy was delivered to him by the local Sergeant of Police, and as he 
refused to display it, he was prosecuted and fined £5. He would not 
pay the fine, and goods were distrained from his shop and sold by 
public auction, and his seat on the council was declared vacant by 
the Solicitor-General. 

Much public feeling was aroused by Gregory’s open espousal of 
pacifism in war-time—he was also in the habit of flying a red flag over 
his residence—and in October 1916 there was another attack on his 
business premises, by night this time. The damage, according to 
newspaper reports, was done “in a most filthy manner”. Night-soil was 
emptied in the shop doorways, abuse was written in tar on the walls, 
und plate glass windows and the windows of the shop were broken. The 
company carrying his insurances cancelled its policies. 

Some of this hostility towards Gregory’s pacifist ideals found its 
way into the Visitors’ Book. “Goodbye, Gregory,” wrote one reader, 
“hope to see you at the front with a piece of cold steel.” Another 
added: “May the Kaiser drop a bomb on this room!” 

In 1919, Gregory contested Kaipara as the official Labour candidate 
against J. G. Coates. He was unsuccessful but he was later again elected 
to the Dargaville Borough Council. His wife, who took an active 
interest in the school committee, was mainly responsible for the 
Dargaville School dental clinic and library. The Reading-Room 
remained open until 1934 when Gregory retired to Auckland, where 
he died in 1946, aged 79 years. The International Hall was converted 
into a farm machinery sales room. 











ARCHIVES BILL 


|. LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT, N.Z.L.A., TO THE HON. THE 
MINISTER OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 
August 30, 1957 
Dear Sir, 
| have been asked by my Association to address you with regard 
to the Archives Bill now before the House. The New Zealand Library 
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Association has long been interested in archives, and it has been 
particularly interested in local body archives, which, when they are 
withdrawn from the records of their administrations form an important 
part of some New Zealand collections. The Archives Committee of the 
Association has, in the course of its activities, appointed consultants to 
advise local bodies and others concerned on aspects of administration, 
and has been generally active in recording surviving local body records. 

The introduction of the Archives Bill has been noted with interest 
and is heartily supported as a desirable step in the further development 
of the National Archives and the custody of archives in general, on 
which subject the Association has made representations in the past. It 
is appreciated that the Bill is mainly concerned with the administration 
of the archives of the general government. In the future, however, 
it is thought that, as staff and time permit, the National Archives 
should increasingly accept responsibility for advising local bodies in 
the way in which the Association has attempted to do with its limited 
resources. The Chief Archivist, it is thought, should have an advisory 
responsibility which is clearly specified in the Act. Such an interest 
would be consistent with the responsibilities of the Department of 
Internal Affairs in local government. 

If there is still time it would be greatly appreciated if the Bill could 
be referred to some appropriate Committee, possibly the Local Bills 
Committee, to permit my Association to make representations. 

The first point on which it is wished to introduce an amendment is in 
Clause 23 which it is suggested should be changed to read: “The 
Chief Archivist may, at the request or with the consent of any local 
authority, body, or person...” 

It is considered also that provision should be made to cover the 
records of local authorities which have ceased to exist through 
amalgamation or other causes. While in the case of the merging of 
two or more local authorities the records might be supposed to be 
the responsibility of the newly formed body, this is not necessarily so, 
and undoubtedly in the past much valuable material has been disposed 
of at this stage. A new clause permitting the Chief Archivist to advise 
on the disposal of records, simply to avoid destruction, would be 
desirable. 

| regret that it has not been possible to take up this matter earlier, 
but | was asked at a meeting of the New Zealand Library Association 
Council, which was held yesterday, to see what could still be done. 
| hope it will be possible to arrange for the Association’s representations 
to be received in Committee. 


Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) D. C. Pryor, 


President. 
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2. REPLY FROM THE MINISTER TO THE PRESIDENT, N.Z.L.A. Althe 


Dear Mr Pryor, : there 
; ; , ; it we 
I refer to your letter of the 30 August relative to the Archives Bill. ie 


the points raised in your letter were suggested at 2n earlier stage in the Actin 


preparation of the Bill by the New Zealand Library Service and were 


given every consideration at that time. It was decided then that it would on 
not be wise to mention local authorities specifically in the Bill or to lay regar 
down any conditions regarding the disposal of their archives, as it been 
was considered that the Chief Archivist and his staff would have a + authe 
major job on their hands for several years in dealing with the current Archi 
accumulation of records in Government offices. years 
I think the question of local authority archives is a very important office: 
one and one that should be discussed fully with the local body Un 
associations before any positive action is taken. In the meantime, if H. G 
any local authority does wort advice and assistance, the Chief Archivist to tal 
has adequate power uader Clause 23 to give it if his services are — 
requested. ' es . pe 
When the National Archives <7c on a proper footing and there is C 
ufficient staff and time to take on additional functions, | will be happy meses 
to discuss the extensio. of its activities to local body archives with “That 
yeur Association and the various local bedy associations concerned. was i 
1 am glad to Know that your Association ts taking such a direct the cc 
interest in this question. and that it supports the general principles in 
of the Bill now before the House. 10. (ii 
Yours faithfully, of mo 
rules | 


(Signed) T. W. Smit, 
Minister of Internal Affairs, |r" 





N.Z.L.A. STANDING 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE’ | | B 


MEETING OF 16 OCTOBER 1957 





We 
Present: OD. M. Wylie (in the chair), G. T. Alley, A. G. Bagnall, W. J 
McEldowney, S. Perry, the Kegistrar, and the Hen. Editor. 
Brochures on Recruitment: The Registrar r2ported that the brochures 
had been published and were being distributed. 
Conference Committee: Mr McEldowney reported that the Convene! 
of the Conference Committee, Mr H. J. Lorimer, would be away frem 
—- 


New Zealand for several months and would not be present at the conference. 
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Although most of the arrangements for the programme had been made, 
there would still be some work for the Committee to do, and in particular 
it would be necessary for someone to be responsible for the running of 
the conference. It was resolved that the Hon. Secretary be appointed 
Acting Convener of the Committee. 

Archives Bill: The Registrar read a letter from the Minister of Internal 
Affairs acknowledging the representations made by the Association with 
regard to the Archives Bill. The Minister stated that the points raised had 
been given consideration but that it had been decided not to mention local 
authorities specifically in the Bill as it was considered that the Chief 
Archivist and his staff would have a major job on their hands for several 
years in dealing with the current accumulation of records in Government 
offices. 

Unesco Book Coupons: The Registrar read the letters from Professor 
H. G. Forder and Mr J. A. S. Burns of Auckland urging the Association 
to take up the question of Unesco book coupons. it was resolved that 
Professor Forder’s letter be referred to the N.Z. National Commission for 
Unesco and that a reply be sent to Professor Forder telling him of the 
action taken and pointing out the facilities available to libraries. 

Conference Remit: The Registrar read a letter from the Town Clerk, 
Papatoetoe, asking that the following remit be considered at the conference: 
“That the Library Conference be held biennially instead of annually.” It 
was resolved that the remit be approved for inclusion on the order paper for 
the conference. 

Amendments to rules: Mr Wylie pointed out that the addition to rule 
10 (ii) relating to annual subscription for members receiving an income 
of more than £1,200 had been omitted from the printed amendments to the 
rules (No. 3). The matter was noted. 








15 DARWIN STREET, 
KARORI, 
WELLINGTON, W.3. 


Telephone 78-322 


BOOKBINDING SPECIALISTS 
PICKERING AND PLATT 


We specialise in the modern Flexibound process and are experts 
in the repair and finishing of rare bindings. 


Quotations submitted on any class of binding. 


All our quotations include lettering in gold or black. 
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NON TEAR PLASTIC BOOK COVERS 


NON TEAR P.V.C. PLASTIC PIECES CUT TO SIZES. 
7 in., 74 in., 74 in., 72 in., 8 in., 84 in., 84 in., 82 in., by 18 inches, 
5d. each. 9 in., 94 in., 94 in., 92 in., by 18 inches, 6d. each. 
Other sizes priced accordingly. 
NON TEAR P.V.C. PLASTIC by the yard, any quantity, 47-48 ins. 
wide, 2/6 per running yard. 
ACETATE .004. Cut pieces. Up to 83 ins. by 18 ins., 6d. each. 
9 in. to 9} ins. by 18 ins., 7d. each. Other sizes priced accordingly. 
ACETATE 23/24 inches wide, 2/- per running yard, any quantity. 
TAPES. Cloth adhesive, 4 in. wide, 2 in. spool. Colours, red, blue, 
green, yellow, black and grey. 50 yards, 5/6 per roll. 
LASSOMETIC ADHESIVE, 3} in. wide, 2 in. spool, colours, blue, 
green, red, yellow, black and white, 25 yards, 2/10 per roll. 
P.V.C. BOOK COVERS, are made in all sizes, bound with either 
cloth or lassometic tapes. ACETATE covers also supplied. Prices 
reasonable. 
Plastic adhesive glue, 6/6 per pint. 
Seal your own book jackets with Morane heat sealing skin. Sold 
in sheets .0O1 in., 18 x 40 ins. 1/8 a sheet. 20 x 40 ins. 1/9 and 
24 x 40 ins. 2/-. 

OO1S in. 1/9, 1/16 and 2/1 each respectively. 

.003 in. 2/10, 2/11 and 3/- a piece each respectively. 
Using .001 thickness the average book will cost approx. 4d. each. 
Book jackets, index cards, etc., can be sealed with an ordinary iron 
using medium heat. 
We can seal your reference cards, documents, blue prints, book 
covers, etc., with heatsealing PLASTIC SKIN. Quotes given on 
request. Prompt attention given to all orders. 


Order with confidence from: 
C. H. RENNIE, 


114 Princes Drive, 
NELSON. 











FICTION LIST 


MONTHLY SUPPLEMENT TO N.Z.L.A. LIS] 


AUTHOR GRADING 


A Established author of Major Works—wholly free. 
[A] Tentative A grading—mainly free. 
AB Author with Literary and General appeal—suitable for both free 
and rental collections. 
|AB| As above: tentative grading. 
B Author of Stock Commercial Novels—wholly rental. 
IitLe GRADING 
A Major works. 
Ab Less important works. 
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_ AB Literary and general appeal. 
aB General but mainly non-literary appeal. 
B Stock commercial. 
OQ May cause offence. 
PopuLaRity is indicated by asterisks (maximum three) after the title 
gradings. 
1. STANDARD TITLES BY ESTABLISHED AUTHORS 
Almedingen, Martha Edith von, 1898- . descriptions of action, is so sharp and 
] AB. The scarlet goose. Hutchinson, economical that it carries you all the 
1957, 15/-. “*... returns to her favourite way with it, so that only when you 
setting, a thriving north German port have finished do you start asking 
in the sixteenth century. The sights yourself why an unusually good book 
and sounds... are conveyed with the was not better still." M. Richardson 
author’s usual felicity. Her characters in NS, 19.10.57. AB**. 
too are full of life, but is it not Montherlant, Henri Millon de, 1893- . 
t perhaps, the life of a fairy tale?... A. The matador, tr. by Peter Wiles. 
7 Whether realistic or romantic, The Elek, 1957. 15/-. “If in its impetuous- 
Scarlet Goose is a most agreeably ness and its occasional insolence The 
> written book.”” TLS, 11.10.57. AB*. Matador shows some of the faults as 
Born, Edith de. AB. Schloss Felding. well as the merits of youth, it remains 
Chapman & Hall, 1957. 14/-. “The a book upon which M. de Monther- 
author invites the reader into a past lant, however highly he rates his later 
| she belonged to, describes it with work, should be able to look back 
| brilliance and offers an occasional with pride.” TLS, 11.10.57. Ab*. 
comment of reflective explanation... . Moore, John Cecil, 1907- . AB. -“ 
This story of an unloved little girl ber moon, Collins, 1957. 15/-. 
who falls passionately in love with “writes about English elit life 
a middle-aged friend of her mother from the inside... The people, the 
is a masterpiece of delicacy and hops, and the Herefords all blend 
. candour. It is good to know that easily into an immensely satisfying 
n Schloss Felding is only the first volume whole ...1t is a_ skilfully composed 
of a trilogy.” TLS, 11.10.57. AB*. story which swings along with great 
Cheever, John, 1912- . A. The Wapshot vigour."" TLS, 27.9.57. AB* 
k Chronicle. Gollancz, 1957. = 15/-. O’Connor, Frank, 1903- . A. Domestic 
1 “it would be impossible to deny relations. Hamilton, 1957. 15/-. Irish 
‘ the brilliance of the book as a stories. “Mr O’Connor is a_ brilliant 
tour-de-force. Wt is at once a chronicle and experienced technician in the most 
novel and an_ exercise in the difficult of all literary forms, and his 
picaresque....Mr Cheever produces Stories are infused with a nice blending 
an extra-ordinarily amusing burlesque of experience and crafty professional 
of the New England tradition.” W. skill, full of varied pace and colour, 
' Allen in NS, 12.10.57. AB**. and based on something he truly 
Coates, Robert Myron, 1897-. A. knows."’ TLS, 4.10.57. Ab. 
Accident at the inn. Gollancz, 1957. Williamson, Henry, 1897-. A. The 
13/6. Short stories. “Confident, neat, zolden virgin. Macdonald, 1957. 16 
and professional, it seems New “sixth volume of... Williamson's 
Yorkerish in the mildly pejorative roman fleuve of the Maddison family. 
— sense.” TLS, 20.9.57. AB The period is 1915-16 and the setting 
Humphreys, Emyr Owen, ‘1919- . A. South London and the Western Front 
The Italian wife. Eyre & Spottiswoode, No acquaintance with the previous 
1957. 15/-. “Coming from so good a novels in the series is needed to 
novelist as Mr Humphreys The Italian appreciate the sympathy and penetra 
wife is disappointing. ... The charac- tion with which the author has 
' ters are disembodied voices and Mr delineated his young hero.” TLS 
Humphreys not being strong = on 11.10.57. AB*. 
dialogue, insufliciently differentiated Wilson, Angus, 1914- . A. A bit off the 
from one another.” W. Allen in NS, map. Secker & Warburg, 1957. 13/6. 
12.10.57. Ab. “None of these stories is better than 
Lewis, Norman, 1903- . AB The anything Mr Wilson has done 
volcanoes above us. Cape, 1957. 15/-. previously and none of them is as 
...one of those philosophical zood as his very best... Yet they 
\dventure-stories which are the literary show such amplitude, spontaneity and 
1 free products of these [Central American] will to experiment that one hopes that 
regions.... There is discordance be- their author will continue to make use 
tween the satirical and tragic mood; of this medium.” J. Raymond in NS 
but the writing, and especially the 12.10.57. Ab* 


2. SELECTED TITLES BY NEW AUTHORS 


Abercrombie, P. B. py child of fortune intelligent women novelists... [This] 
Gollanez, 1957. -. “Miss Aber- might have been a better book if she 
crombie is fancied one of the white could have trained it down a bit finer 
hopes among the rising generation of before sending it into the ring. As it 











is, it puts a distinctly impressive per 
formance n depth—despite surplus 
M NS. 


verDiave Richardson in N 
19.10.57 .B 

Baldwin, Jumes Giovanni's room 
Michael Joseph, 1957. 15 - is 
one of those painstakingly sincere 
homosexual novels that somehow 
fail to connect It is efficiently and 


briskly written with plenty of sidelong 
dialogue and useful night-life scenes 

" M. Richardson in NS, 19.10.57 
Ab*O 

Buhei, Gil. The grand catch, tr. by M 
Budberg. Cape, 1957. 15 ry, Is 
concerned with a holiday camp in 
the Auvergne M. Buhet handies 
his young men, the Abbé. the 
Mother Superior so affectionately 
that thi re-creation of a French 
provincial summer holiday acquires a 
yenuine idyllic quality.”” TLS, 27.9.57 
Ab* 

Dudinisev, Viadimir. Not by bread alone, 
tr. by Edith Bone. Hutchinson, 1957 
1s “Can any novel that has been 
dragged so resoundingly round = the 
market-place lay claim to any purely 
literary merit in its own right’... If 
one takes the outline of the = story 
alone, one can see that it is an 


3. OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS, INCLUDING BELOW 
ESTABLISHED AUTHORS 


STANDARD TITLES BY 


Buck, Pearl (Sydenstricker), 1892 AB 
Letter from Peking. Methuen, 1957. 
ae.“ deals with the problem of 
mixed marriages The Style is 
irritatingly high-flown Mrs Buck is 
humane and compassionate, but she 
does not attack the theme of the 
mixed marriage, as a novelist ought 
to, in terms of strain) and stress, 


4. COLLECTED AUTHORS 


Pudney, John, 1909- , ed. A/AB. Pick 
of today’s short stories, &. Putnam, 
1957. 15 as a score of fairly short 
pieces, by not very well known writers, 
which almost without exception, 
instruct and entertain. None is a 
masterpiece. Mr Pudney goes for plot 
rather than — stylishness 4 ILS, 
11.10.57. AB** 


5. REPRINTS AND RETRANSLATIONS, EXCLUDING 
FREQUENTLY REPRINTED WORKS 


Camus, Albert, 1913- . A. The outsider, 
tr. by Stuart Gilbert. Hamilton, 1957 
10/6. “Eleven years after it was first 
published in England, and some fifteen 
after its publication in’ France, 





















































honest and craftsmanlike attempt to 
present a perfectly real dilemma withig 
an elaborate and convincingly detailed 
cross-section of Soviet society.’ TL§, 
4.10.57. AB*. 

Green, Peter. The sword of pleasure 
Murray, 1957. 16/-. “...a narrative 
of great force and psychological 
peneiration...Mr Green does not 
bring ancient Rome before us; he 
hows that ancient Rome and 
twentieth-century Europe are essentially 
the same place.”” TLS, 27.9.57. Ab*, 

Harrington, Alan. The revelations of 
Dr Modesto, Deutsch, 1957. 13/6 
“... an intelligent and amusing satire 
on American conformity, American 
advertising, salesmanship and _ public 
relations, It is also rather slight; it 
would have gained enormously by 
being more ambitious.”” W. Allen in 
NS, 12.10.57. AB**. 

Richler, Mordecai. A choice of enemies, 
Deutsch, 1957. 13/6. “Mr Richler has 
written a thoughtful and lively novel 
about a group of American and 
Canadian writers and film director 
who find themselves in voluntary of 
involuntary exile in London because of 
their refusal to co-operate with the 
Un-American Activities Committee.” 
TLS, 4.10.57. AB* 


growth and change over time.” TLS, 
27.9.57. AB** 

Sagan, Francoise. Those without shadows, 
Murray, 1957. 9/6. “She writes about 
emotional greed and passes it off a 
love.... The characters are blurry 
around the edges and the whole book, 
brief as it is, lacks form.”’ P. Hansford 
Johnson in NS, 26.10.57. AB**. 


Urquhart, Fred, 1912- , ed. A. Scottish 
short stories Faber, 1957. 15/+ 
ne contains twenty-two stories writtea 
by Scottish authors about Scotland 
..a pleasantly diverse anthology, 
which will both satisfy the reader ai 
introduce him to authors he has not 
met before.” This edition contains 
a majority of new material, TLS, 
20.9.57. AB*. 


Camus’s English publishers have reset 
and reissued The Outsider. t may now 
have a topical interest that it did not 
possess at the time of its fit 
appearance.” TLS, 4.10.57. A. 
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For further particulars write 


“3 LOMAK FURNITURE CO. LID. 


Phone 75-903 Christchurch Box 1021 








SERVICE TO LIBRARIANS 


We will gladly trace and procure any book that’s in print. 





We can order from any country and publisher in the world. 
Orders are posted off by airmail to publishers daily, so that 


there is no delay. 





MODERN 
SUGGESTION 
at 3. ee BOOKS 


books come more 


quickly. (Discounts: 
Standard agreed on 
:) 


by Associated Book- CO-OPERATIVE 


sellers.) 








48a Manners Street, Wellington 
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“THE TIMES ATLAS 
OF THE WORLD” 














In size, scope and quality it is of a magnitude that out- 
classes any atlas ever before produced. Its printing, colour 
work and binding make it a triumph of British skill and 
craftsmanship. 

Published by the London Times in 5 Volumes, this atlas will 
unquestionably become a standard reference work for libraries, 
colleges and universities throughout the world. 


FIVE | 
VOLUMES 


NORTHERN EUROPE (Vol. MEDITERRANEAN AND 
IIL). Available from Stock. AFRICA (Vol. IV). Available 
from Stock. 


THE AMERICAS (Vol. V). WORLD, AUSTRALIA, EAST 





To be Published this year. ASIA (Vol. 1). To be Published 
next year. t 
° INDIA, MIDDLE EAST, 
Price RUSSIA (Vol. Il). To be Pub- 
£5 10 0 lished 1959. 
P. Bound to withstand heavy wear and printed on heavy 
er quality paper with multicolour plates measuring 2 feet by 194 


inches with linen backed centre folds, this atlas is based on 
the most modern map-making techniques. 


Volume 


SEE THE TIMES ATLAS OF THE WORLD 
AT YOUR NEAREST BRANCH OF— 


_ Upon Ld 


Christchurch Auckland Hamilton Wellington 
Lower Hutt Timaru Dunedin Invercargill 
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